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Section A: Mark the event which happened first.   

1) (a)The French take over the Maltese Islands, (b) The Knights of Saint John take over the Maltese 

Islands, (c) The English take over the Maltese Islands.   

2) (a) The English expel the French from Malta, (b) The English decide to cede the Maltese Islands to 

the Knight of Saint John in the Treaty of Amiens, (c) The English turn Malta into a British Colony.  

3) (a)Plague hits the Maltese Islands during the early years of the nineteenth century, (b) First elections 

are held in Malta for the Council of Government, (c) The Sette Giugno riots.  

4) (a)The English grant the Self Government Constitution few years after the First World War, (b) The 

French are expelled from Malta, (c) Malta is badly hit during the Second World War.  

5) (a)Freedom Day, (b) Malta declares a Republic Day, (c) Malta gains Independence. 

(Total: 5 Marks) 

Section B: Use the sources (from A to F) about the political situation in Malta to answer the questions 

below. 

1. In Source A we come across the first English Governor Sir Thomas Maitland.  The Maltese 

nicknamed him “King Tom”. Why was he given this nickname? 

_______________________________________________________________________________(1) 

2. The Stamp of Source B commemorates the grant of the 1921 constitution (Self-Government).  The 

stamp depicts Melita, a woman with the Maltese Cross/Cross of Saint John holding a rudder.  What 

does the rudder represent?   

_______________________________________________________________________________(1) 

3. Source Ċ represents an important event that happened in Malta in 1947.  What happened for the first 

time in the Maltese Islands.  

_______________________________________________________________________________(1) 

4. How is the woman in the second row dressed?__________________________________________(1) 

5. Which of the sources represent 

(i)Independence Day? Source __________ 
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(ii) Republic Day? Source _____________ 

(iii) Freedom Day? Source ___________                                                                                             (3) 

6. Which of the sources represent 

(i)when Malta stopped being a naval base and adopted a policy of neutrality?  Source_____ 

(ii) when Malta stopped being a British Colony and became a sovereign state?  Source _____ 

(iii) when Malta had its first President and the British Queen was no longer the head of state of Malta.  

Source ______                                                                                                                                      (3) 

   

Sors A Sors B Sors Ċ 

   

Sors D Sors E Sors F 

(Total: 10 Marks) 

Section Ċ: Look carefully at the following table about the Maltese Constitution during the 

nineteenth century and early twentieth century.  Answer the questions below. 

Constitution The formation  of the Council of Government 

1835 7 nominated 

1849 10 nominated 8 elected 

1887 6 nominated 14 elected 
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1903 9 nominated 8 elected  

1921 32 elected 

1. What is the meaning of the word constitution? 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________(1) 

2. (i) Which was the better constitution for the Maltese the 1849 or the 1887? 

_______________________________________________________________________________(1) 

(ii)Why do you think so? 

_______________________________________________________________________________(1) 

3. Which was the worst constitution in the above table? 

_______________________________________________________________________________(1) 

4. (i)Which was the best constitution shown in the table?   

_______________________________________________________________________________(1) 

(ii) Why do you think so? 

_______________________________________________________________________________(1) 

5. When were the first elections held in Malta?   

_______________________________________________________________________________(1) 

6. What is the difference between elected members and nominated members?  

_________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________(2) 
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7. Mention one difference between elections that took place in the nineteenth century and todays’ 

elections? 

_______________________________________________________________________________(1) 

(Total: 9 Marks) 

Section D: Examine the sources and answer the questions about one of the five of Malta’s  national 

days. 

 

 

  

 

Sors Ġ Sors G Sors GĦ 

   

Sors H Sors I Sors IE 

   

Sors J Sors K Sors L 

1. The sources are related to the 7
th
  and 8

th
 June 1919 riot. How is this riot known? 

_______________________________________________________________________________(1) 
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2. Where did most of these riots take place?  

_______________________________________________________________________________(1) 

3. A crowd of Maltese went to show their support for the National Assembly (Sources I and IE) headed 

by the medical doctor Filippo Sciberras.  Whom did the National Assembly represent? 

_______________________________________________________________________________(1) 

4. What was the link between bread and the riot? 

_______________________________________________________________________________(1) 

5. One of the houses assaulted by the Maltese crowd was the house of Mr Cassar Torregiani.  What was 

Mr Cassar Torregiani link with Source G? 

_______________________________________________________________________________(1) 

6. During this riot some flags were burnt.  What flags were burnt? 

_______________________________________________________________________________(1) 

7. A few months before these riots took place, there was a boom in jobs in Malta.  What brought about 

this boom? 

_______________________________________________________________________________(1) 

8. Which industry in the Grand Harbour enjoyed full employment.  Use Source H. 

_______________________________________________________________________________(1) 

9. Mention a reason why the workers engaged with this industry were angry at the British. 

_______________________________________________________________________________(1) 

10. University students were also involved in this riot.   Why were they involved? 
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_______________________________________________________________________________(1) 

11. In which mass media there was a lot of bad feelings against the British rule in Malta? 

_______________________________________________________________________________(1) 

12. How many people died during these riots (up to a week later)? 

_______________________________________________________________________________(1) 

13. Why did the police not try to control the situation? 

_______________________________________________________________________________(1) 

14. Mention a measure (social and economical not political) taken by Governor Plumer to try and calm 

the situation after the 1919 riots. 

_______________________________________________________________________________(1) 

15. What was the main result of the 1919 riot? 

_______________________________________________________________________________(1) 

16. From Source L mention a person who worked hard during those years so that Malta would advance in 

its constitution.  

_______________________________________________________________________________(1) 

17. Choose one of these monuments (Source J and Source K) which was erected as a reminder of this 

tragic event and say where this monument stands.   

Source___________________which is situated at _______________________________________(1) 

(Total: 17 Marks) 
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Section E: Read this source about a hot political issue and answer the questions about it.   

The Maltese people always speak Maltese a semitic language influenced by the Arabs.  But 

the language used by the Church, the Courts, contracts, documents and culture was the Italian 

language.  When the English took over over Malta, everything was done in Italian.. The 

English had the right to spread the learning of English but they had no right without our 

consent to stop Maltese school children from learning Italian.  The first Royal Commission 

that came to Malta in 1836 respected the Maltese position.  But when Keenan visited Malta, 

he reasoned that it was in the Maltese interest, especially after Malta became a naval base and 

a centre of Mediterranean trade, that the Maltese should learn English from the very first 

classes at school.  Since he concluded that it was difficult for children to learn both English 

and Italian , he decided that Italian had to  be eliminated and if anyone wanted to learn Italian 

he could do so in the third and fourth class.  The report of Keenan resulted in great 

controversy. 

(Source M: Adopted from the book “Rajt Malta Tinbidel” of Herbert Ganado, 1975) 

1. What language did the Maltese use at home? 

____________________________________________________________________________(1) 

2. Where was the Italian language used? 

____________________________________________________________________________(1) 

3. How is this controversy known as? 

____________________________________________________________________________(1) 

4. Why do you think that it was important for the Maltese to learn the English language? 

____________________________________________________________________________(1) 

5. What was the difference between the report of the Royal Commission of 1836 and the Keenan 

Report regarding language.  

______________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________(2) 

6. Which party was in favour of Keenan’s report: the Anti Reformisti or the Reform Party? 
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____________________________________________________________________________(1) 

7. Underline  the sentence which shows the author did not agree with the position taken by the 

British Government through Keenan.                                                                                             (1) 

8. Mention one reason why the English wanted to reduce the importance of Italian. 

____________________________________________________________________________(1) 

9. Do you think this issue was beneficial or detrimental to the Maltese people.   

____________________________________________________________________________(1) 

(Total: 10 Marks) 

Section F: Read this letter and answer the questions. 

The Palace, Valletta 

4th March, 1867 

To the Secretary of State for the Colonies 

London. 

 

Your Excellency, 

The lack of water is being felt acutely in Malta.  Rainfall this year was much less than usual.  

The wells are empty and in many villages people are receiving water from bowsers which 

arrive from a long way off. 

 

Henry Storks 

Governor. 

Source N: Malta National Archives, Despatches to the Secretary of State, 4
th
 March 1867, 

No. 18 

1. The original letter of Governor Henry Storks is a primary or a secondary source? 

_______________________________________________________________________________(1) 
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2. What happened in Malta that made Governor Storks send this letter to London? 

_______________________________________________________________________________(1) 

 

3. How was the Government tackling this problem? 

_______________________________________________________________________________(1) 

4. What did the Government do  during the 40’s of the nineteenth century to reduce the problem of lack 

of water in the Cottonera area?   

_______________________________________________________________________________(1) 

5. (i) Which engineer was brought by the Government during the eighties of the nineteenth century to 

draw up a report about the provision of water. 

_______________________________________________________________________________(1) 

(ii)Mention the  project which was named after him. (in the Rabat area in Malta) 

_______________________________________________________________________________(1) 

6. Mention an illness that was the result of drinking water contaminated by drainage.   

_______________________________________________________________________________(1) 

(Total: 7 Marks) 

Section Ġ: Read the paragraph about public health and answer the questions.   

In 1800, life in Malta returned to normality and up to 1810 the population was increasing as a 

result of prosperity.  The epidemy of plague of 1813-14 that killed 4,486 people meant not 

only the end of prosperity but also a decrease in the number of the population.  Since then, 

there was an economic recession up till mid 19
th
 century.  In 1830 the epidemy of small pox 

killed 750 people while cholera in 1837 killed 4,235 people.  Apart from these deaths, many 

Maltese started emigrating to other countries. 

Source O 
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1. In the source three illnesses are mentioned.  Which are they? 

____________________________________________________________________________(3) 

2. Which illness had the worst effect on the Maltese population? 

____________________________________________________________________________(1) 

3. Why do you think so? 

____________________________________________________________________________(1) 

4. How did the Maltese economy fare during these epidemics? 

____________________________________________________________________________(1) 

5. During the 19
th
 century there were many illnesses.  Mention two causes which brought about 

these illnesses?   

______________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________(2) 

6. Which hospital was used for quarantine? 

____________________________________________________________________________(1) 

7. Why was it important that a strict quarantine be adopted? 

____________________________________________________________________________(1) 

8. What did the English Government do especially in the area of the Grand Harbour and Cottonera to 

improve the sanitary condition and reduce illnesses in Malta during the last part of the nineteenth 

century?  

____________________________________________________________________________(1) 

(Total: 11 Marks) 
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Section G: Read this paragraph about transport and answer the questions.   

Inspite of their small size the Maltese Islands operate a quite extensive system of public transport which both 

the local population and tourists can rely on.  While in the past the Maltese Islands depended on a train and 

trams for transport, but during the last eighty years or so buses have replaced them as the main public 

transport.  

Source P: Source taken from Air Malta Website.  

1. Mention the three means of transport mentioned in this paragraph.  

_______________________________________________________________________________(3) 

2. From the three, which one made the least damage to the environment.   

_______________________________________________________________________________(1) 

3. Why do you think so?   

_______________________________________________________________________________(1) 

4. Which transport was called by the Maltese “il-vapur tal-art”?  

_______________________________________________________________________________(1) 

5. (i) Of the three means of transport mentioned, which one of them killed the other two?  

_______________________________________________________________________________(1) 

(ii)What advantage had this means of transport over the other two.  

_______________________________________________________________________________(1) 

6. Mention two means of transport before il-vapur tal-art (during British rule). 

_______________________________________________________________________________(2) 

7. What power did they use?       

_______________________________________________________________________________(1) 

8. In the past there were few means of transport. Mention one disadvantage that this brought about.   

_______________________________________________________________________________(1) 

(Total: 11 Marks) 
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Section GĦ: Exercise about the defence of Malta during British rule. 

 

Sors Q 

 

1. What is the name of the defensive wall that divides Malta from one side to the other? (Source Q)  

_______________________________________________________________________________(1) 

2. Why was this defensive wall built?  

_______________________________________________________________________________(1) 

3. This building was never utilised for the reason it was built.  State why? 

_______________________________________________________________________________(1) 

4. Why did the English spend big sums of money in the defence of Malta?  

_______________________________________________________________________________(1) 

5. Which two of these organizations look after historical buildings in our country? 

(a)Sedqa, (b) Nature Trust, (c) Caritas, (d)GWU, (e) Din l-Art Ħelwa, (f)Fondazzjoni Wirt Artna.   (1)  

(Total: 6 Marks) 

Section H:  Write a composition about ONE of these topics. 

1. Educational development in Malta during the last two hundred years. 

2. Defence of Malta during British rule  

3. Fatal illnesses and epidemics that hit the Maltese Islands during the nineteenth century and beginning 

of the twentieth century. 
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4. Imagine that you are a journalist and you have been asked to write an article about civil architecture 

during British rule. 

5. Constitutional development in Malta during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.   

(14 Marks) 

 

 


